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School District of Manatee County
2010-11 School Year Voluntary Pre-kindergarten
Frequently Asked Questions

What isthe Voluntary Pre-kindergarten (VPK) Program?

The VPK program prepares four-year-olds for Kindetgn and builds a
strong foundation for their continued educationalcgss. A parent can
select either a private provider or public schobihere are two kinds of
VPK programs to choose from; 540 hours during ttesl year or 300
hours during the summer. This document contaiftgnmation about the
public school year program

What isthe cost of the program and who is eligible?

VPK is free and open to all Florida resident chaluwho are four years old
on or before September 1, 2010. The program iB@uB per day program.

At some sites, parents can choose to pay $12 paf theey want their child
to attend the entire school day.

What arethe stepsto register for a School District of Manatee County
VPK program?

1. Beginning February 16, 201050 to Early Learning Coalition of
Manatee County; 3526™%t. West, Bradenton Florida 34205; to
obtain a Certificate of Eligibility (COE). You mugrovide your
child’s birth certificate, a Florida I.D. or driveticense and current
proof of residence (water bill, light bill, paystuiank statement,
etc.) ELC Phone # (941) 757-2900

2. From March 1'through March 19, the 2010-11 VPK Priority
Choice registration period will be taking placels Parent
Information Center (234 Manatee Ave E., Bradenkdn;- Tel:
941-708-4971) for Manatee County Public SchoolsK\Apiority
Choice is not on a first-come, first-served ba#ifi.VPK Priority
Choice applications will be processed following theee week
application period.
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Applications will be processed using the followiragked criteria:
1. School/District Staff applications
2. Applicants with a sibling(s) scheduled to attene $ishool
3. Applicants living within the attendance zone of sodool
4. All other applicants will be placed in the choicmopfor
computerized placement

Applicantswill be notified in late March/early April by mail of the
school placement and the proceduresfor accepting placement/school
enrollment.

Parents who do not receive their choice optiorMiBK may contact

Maggie Villasefor at 708-8770 ext. 2076 to be plage a waiting list(s).

Any student applying for VPK outside of the PrigriZhoice period will
be placed based upon capacity at the school aadiost-come, first-
served basis.

All applications for VPK placement must be subndtte the Parent
Information Center, 234 Manatee Ave E, Bradentdan3#208. Be sure
to bring your Certificate of Eligibility (COE) frorBtep #1 to the Parent
Information Center and the other required documiestesd on the
following page.

How isthe program structured?

Most of our VPK settings housed in elementary sthace inclusive.
This means that student groupings in each classroaynbe a
combination of VPK students, students who are legrto speak
English, and students with special needs. Thimgeat an ideal way for
all children to learn and play together. Everysstaom follows a state
approved VPK curriculum and students are taugldd®cially trained
and certified teachers who are assisted by talgraeaprofessionals.

Toregister for a public school site:
The Certificate of Eligibility (COE), child’s birtkertificate, original

(blue) Florida Certificate of Immunization, andgnal (yellow) Physical
Exam document are required to register for a puddimol site.
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At which schoolswill the VPK program be offered in the 10-11 school

year?

Ballard Elementary School
Bayshore Elementary School
Blackburn Elementary School

Braden River Elementary School

Freedom Elementary School

Gullett Elementary School

Kinnan Elementary School

McNeal Elementary School

Mills Elementary School
Myakka Elementary School
Oneco Elementary School
Orange Ridge-Bullock Elementary School
Palma Sola Elementary School
Prine Elementary School
Rogers Garden Elementary School

Samoset Elementary School

Sea Breeze Elementary School
Tara Elementary School

Tillman Elementary School
Wakeland Elementary School
Williams Elementary School
Lakewood Ranch High School

Manatee High School
Palmetto High School
Manatee Technical Institute (MTI West)

What arethe optionsif a desired school siteisat full capacity?

1) choose another school site
2) choose a private provider
3) join a waiting list(s)

4) save the Certificate of Eligibility and use it filne 2011 Summer VPK

program
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What isthe student-teacher ratio for VPK?
One teacher and one teacher aide are assignedrio 3/ students.
Istransportation provided for my VPK child?

No. It will be the responsibility of the parentgoovide their own
transportation.

What arethe payment procedures and policiesfor VPK?

The School District of Manatee County will providdull day Preschool
Program at participating elementary and high schoBbr students
attending a full day program, payment will be reqdifor the portion of the
day that is not covered by Voluntary Pre-K (VPK).

* Pre-Payments may be made by cash, personal chectray order
made payable to your VPK school site. Please makethat your
child’s name is located somewhere on your paymBayments will
be due the 1st Friday of each month.

* Pre-Payments may be made weekly, bi-weekly or niypnblait must
be made on or before the due date indicated omtmhly invoice.

* There is no charge for official school holidays.

 If your child is absent from school, the fee rersaime same.

* An official payment envelope will be sent home bg teacher in your
child’s backpack. Please fill out the informatiamthe front of the
envelope and send it back to the teacher. Ple@BOT mail your
payment.

What arethe attendance requirements?
VPK is a 540-hour program and has attendance regeints for the 3 hours

per day considered VPK. All absences must be deatsd by the school
and monitored for compliance with VPK attendancpineements.
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