
Dates to Remember

Freedom Elementary Home of the Falcons

Principal’s Corner — Dr. Grimes

Assistant Principal’s Post Carla Fox

October 2017
	 	12	 End	of	Qtr	1	(45	days)
	 	13	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
16-27		 Quarter	1	Benchmark	Assessments	Grades	3-5
	 	20	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
	 30	 Write	Score	Writing	Assessment	Grades	4-5
November
	 	3	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p	

Freedom	Color	Run
	 4	 Community	Celebration	11a-2p
	 9	 Courtyard	Ceremony	9a
	 	10	 Observance	of	Veterans’	Day	-	All	district	sites	

closed	
		20-30	 Freedom	Science	Fair
	22-24	 Thanksgiving	Holiday
December
	 	20		End	First	Semester	(87	days)
		21-29		All	district	sites	closed
January 2018
	 	2-3	 All	district	sites	closed
	 4	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 5	 District	Inservice	-	No	school	for	students
	 8	 Students	return
	 15	 ML	King	Birthday	-	All	district	sites	closed
February 2018
	 7	 Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 19		Presidents’	Day	-	All	district	sites	closed
March 2018
	 7		Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 15	 End	Qtr	3	(47	days)
	 	16	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 23	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
	26-30	 Spring	Break	-	Schools	closed
April
	 13	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
May
	 2		Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 25	 Early	Release	1:15p	-	ALL	schools
	 28	 Memorial	Day	-	All	sites	closed
	 29	 Last	Day	Students	-	Early	Release	1:15p
June
	 	11	 Summer	School	begins	(tentative)

Board Approved Revision II August 8, 2017

Welcome back to an exciting new year. I am so honored to 
be starting my second year at Freedom Elementary. I had a 
short but relaxing summer, but I am renewed and blessed 
to be spending each school day watching your children 
grow and learn. My goal is to create inside each of them a 
life-long desire to learn and to always work to their fullest 
potential. It truly is a pleasure to see their smiling faces 
each day.

Part of my responsibilities at Freedom is being the Business Partner Coordinator. 
In this role, I work to partner our school with businesses in the community to 
form mutual benefitting relationships. One of our business partners, Steve and 
Dori Sherman, Culver’s of Bradenton – LWR 64 was recognized this year at 
the 27th Annual Business and Education Partnership Awards and was named 
“Partner in Excellence” (see picture on page 5). We have two upcoming spirit 
nights scheduled with Culver’s and hope that you can join us. Look for fliers 
coming home with the dates. We would also like to form more relationships in 
the community. If you are interested in becoming a business partner, then email 
me at foxc@manateeschools.net

This year, Freedom has created a Face Book Fan Page. Please join us at 
Freedom Elementary School@freedomelementarybradenton. We will keep you 
updated on happenings at Freedom, share pictures of our events, and introduce 
some our business partners that are making an impact here at Freedom. 

Save the date for Saturday, November the 4th. We will be having our first 
Heroes Day, honoring all of our heroes in the community. We would like 
to invite our business partners to participate, and join us as well. For more 
information, email me at my address stated above. 

Thank you for all you! 

Well… here we are starting another school year, and we 
hope you have noticed some of the changes. We have had 
new construction inside the school by having new carpet 
and tile installed and an upgraded media center with 
technology and furniture. We have also had the outside 
of the school painted. Along with the physical changes of 
the building, we have ramped up our Freedom logo (see 
picture) and our student recognition program. Our goal 
is to increase the awareness of student outcomes both in 

academics and in character. 

You might already know that this year is our 10th anniversary of the Freedom 
Courtyard ceremony. To keep the focus on its importance, we have adopted 
a theme of “Be Someone’s Hero, Today”. Please stay tuned for additional 
information regarding the ceremony. 

I look forward to an amazing school year.

Thank you dads, 
guardians and mentors 
for attending “Dads 
Take Your Child To 
School Day.” Pictures 
can be found throughout 
the newsletter
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Kindergarten Corner

Pre-K News

Grade News

We want to welcome all of our three, four, and five year olds to 
our Pre-K program! We are so excited to watch as our little ones 
grow, develop, and get ready for their transition to Kindergarten. 
This year will be filled with fun, hands-on, and developmentally 
appropriate activities that will enable each child to reach his/her 
full potential. Albert Einstein said it best: “Play is the highest 
form of research.”

We would also like to welcome our new PreK teachers and 
paraprofessionals. Jaclyn Dombroski and Kim Goonis are our 
new teachers and their paraprofessionals are Lisa Deparis and 
Kathy Dannemiller. 

Pre-K provides the critical skills that will lead to children’s 
success in school. Children who have been enrolled in 
Pre-Kindergarten programs enter Kindergarten with better 
vocabularies and more advanced pre-reading and math skills.

Our Pre-K children have all been very busy getting acquainted, 
learning the rules, and making new friends. They have been 
identifying and writing their names using a variety of materials. 
We have begun to explore and recognize letters by working with 
two to three letters at a time. 

The first unit in our Pre-K curriculum is, “ Nature Is All Around 
Us.” The students will learn that living things have specific 
needs that are required in order for them to grow and be healthy. 
We have been on several nature walks and will be planting a 
garden in the weeks to come.

In Math, we are focusing on teaching our students to count 
with meaning from 0-5. We want them to develop a deep 
understanding of numbers 0-5 and their value. The emphasis will 
be on counting as a tool for thinking and solving problems.

We look forward to seeing you at the First Quarter Conferences!

We are off to a great start this year in 
Kindergarten! We have been very busy working 
on the colors and shapes. The first few weeks 

of school we wore “the color of the day” and we 
listened to stories, sang songs and made things with 

that color. We really enjoyed having other grades join us in 
dressing for color days.

We are learning so many new things in school. We have talked 
about the school rules, how to walk in the hallway, how to go 
through the lunch line, what to do in a fire drill and tornado 
drill and also how to use self-control. Be sure and ask your 
Kindergarten student to show you the motions to “Stop-Think-
Make The Best Choice”. Mrs. Brunner, our Guidance Counselor, 
has already begun character education training with all the 
Kindergarten classes. We are all excited when she comes to our 
class with her friend, Kelso! Together they are helping us learn 
about big problems and little problems and how to solve them.

So many great things have been planned for the Kindergarten 

Take a look inside our first grade classrooms 
and you’ll find children busily reading. They are 
learning to identify the characters and settings in 
books as well as the beginning, middle, and end of 

stories. They are learning the difference between 
fiction and nonfiction as well as how to identify key 

details when reading. 

Writing is keeping them occupied as well. Students are 
practicing using correct sentence structure, grammar, and 
conventions while writing descriptive sentences about various 
topics. 

In math the children are problem solving every day. They are 
learning and applying many different strategies for adding and 
subtracting as well as watching carefully for plus and minus 
signs. 

Last but not least, they are budding as scientists and citizens!

students this year. When you check your child's red folder each 
Monday night, be sure to look for flyers with news from the 
office and upcoming PTO events. Every night please look at 
your child’s Home/School Folder that his/her teacher sends daily. 
Also, don’t forget to write on the calendar every night the code 
initial for what homework they chose that night. Remember, R= 
read 15 minutes with an adult, I= completed at least 15 minutes 
on i-Ready Math or Reading, and M= chose to do the front 
and back of a math sheet from the packet that goes home at the 
beginning of each Math unit. We are going to have a wonderful 
time this year learning together!
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Grade News 

Second Grade News-It is hard to believe we are close to 
being done with the first quarter of school! We have had 
a wonderful start to second grade! We have been learning 

about all sorts of exciting topics. In Reading we have been 
focusing on story events, sequencing, and main idea and 

details. In Writing we have been working on Friendly Letters 
and Personal Narratives. In Math we have been working on place 
value. In Science we have been learning about The Scientific Process 
as well as Matter. In Social Studies we have been learning about being 
good students and citizens. We have an exciting field trip planned for 
October 17th or October 18th (depending on which class your child is 
in) to Emerson Point Preserve. We will be learning about the history of 
Florida, nature, and the ocean. Report Card Conference Night will be 
October 19th. Information on signing up will be coming home soon. 
Thanks families for a great start to the year. The Second Grade Team!

Grade News
What a great start we have had in 3rd grade! We 
have been busy getting ourselves organized and 
adjusting to the rigor of 3rd grade. Thank you for 
sending in all the supplies and little extras we need 

to help the days run smoothly.

ELA - Students have been exploring our reading series 
and third grade ELA standards. Instead of just answering 
questions after we read, we are learning to support our answers 
with information from the text in a written response. We have 
been reading and rereading text to find text evidence. We have 
also been working on creating good independent reading habits. 
In writing, we are working on personal narratives and opinion 
writing.

Math - We have finished chapter 1 (place value, estimation, 
adding and subtracting) and Chapter 2 (data and graphs).  

Our next 3 chapters are on multiplication. If you do not own a 
set of multiplication flash cards, this is the perfect time to invest 
in a set. It is very important that your child master these facts.

Science/Social Studies- In Science, we have been discussing the 
properties and the states of matter. In Social Studies, we have 
been working on primary and secondary sources as well as map 
skills and parts of a map.

Planners - To help you stay up to date on all that is going on at 
school, please check and sign your child’s planner each night. 
Your child writes important information and assignments there 
each day, including his or her homework. This is also a great 
place to easily communicate with your child’s teacher. Planners 
are checked daily for notes and signatures.

We look forward to seeing you during the upcoming report card 
conference week!
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Grade Rocks

PE News 
Coaches Wilson & 

Wojcicki
It has been a great, but busy 
start to the school year. Coach 
Wilson and Coach Wojcicki want to remind to all Freedom 
families that students need to come to PE dressed properly. 
That means wearing shoes that students are able to run/jump in, 
wearing clothes that fit properly and are appropriate for physical 
activity. If you have any questions pertaining to appropriate 
attire, please refer to the student dress code, which is found in 
the Manatee County Student Code of Conduct. Students come 
to PE twice in a specials rotation (A through F days). We look 
forward to having a fantastic and fun school year!

Coach Wilson and Coach Wojcicki

Grade News 
Science Fair brochures went home with your 
child on September 25th. Please pay close 
attention to the due dates, as students need to 
have things turned in on time.

October 6th – Title and Topic due

November 16th – ALL science fair projects are due.

November 20th – 30th – Freedom Science Fair

In the language arts, the students are learning how to identify 
text structure when they are reading. Please ask your child 
about the books they are reading at night and have them tell you 
which structure the author is using in their book. In math, we 
are working on long division. Many students are struggling in 
this area simply because they do not know their multiplication 
facts. Please work with your child and have them memorize their 
basic multiplication facts. The students are learning about matter, 
the three states of matter along with chemical and physical and 
chemical changes in science.

Recently behavior has become a concern for fifth graders. 
Some behaviors that classroom teachers, special area teachers, 
and cafeteria workers have noticed are: excessive talking, 
goofing around and not following directions. The talking in 
the classroom while the teacher is trying to deliver a lesson is 
becoming a major issue. Special area teachers are also noticing 
this. 5th grade teachers and Dr. Grimes have addressed all the 

This has been an exciting start of the school 
year! Fourth grade students have been working 
diligently on their schoolwork in all subject 
areas. In Reading, we have been learning new 

vocabulary words as well as exploring literature 
and informational texts. Writing is integrated in our 

reading block as students will be comparing and 
contrasting numerous passages using text evidence. In Math, 
we have been practicing place value, multiplication, and 
problem- solving strategies. (Keep studying basic math facts 
every day! Flashcards are great!) In Science, we have been 
studying the Properties of Matter and the Changes in Matter. In 
Social Studies, we have been learning about our great state of 
Florida. In addition to academics, building our character is also 
important. Every student is working toward Being Someone’s 
Hero. In addition, we will continue with our SOAR awards as 
students are working to earn their four tags for “Self-Control, 
On-Task, Active Learner and Respect”. Your child’s planner has 
his/her student #ID and password. Students can access i-Ready 
(reading & math), Think Central (Math),Wonders (Reading) and 
many more websites using our single-sign on called Webnet. The 
URL is webnet.manateeschools.net. This will allow them to have 
quick access in school and at home! We encourage all students 
go to on i-Ready as much as possible. Please continue to check 
planners every night for upcoming tests and important notes. 
Communication is the key to having a successful year!

5th grade students. Our goal is to create a positive learning 
environment where students are able to thrive. Please remind 
your child about making the best choices while they are at 
school. We know this group of 5th graders has great potential!

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free 
to contact your child’s teacher.

Music Notes
The year is off to a wonderful start in the music 
room! One of my goals at the beginning of the year 
is to get the kindergarten students to move and play 
to a steady beat, so we have been practicing with 
lots of fun songs and instruments. First graders have also been 
doing songs and activities to reinforce moving and playing to 
the steady beat. Second and Third grade students have spent a 
lot of time on the song Shake Them ‘Simmons Down, which 
has a folk dance that goes along with it. The Fourth and Fifth 
grade students have been learning how the tempo and dynamics 
can change the mood of a song. They also have learned, and 
acted out the story behind the day that Francis Scott Key wrote 
the words of the Star Spangled Banner. The Fifth graders are 
preparing to go to the annual Sarasota Orchestra Young Person’s 
Concert, which will be on October 3rd. The theme this year is 
The Animated Orchestra, and we have been studying some of the 
pieces and composers who will be featured at the concert. 
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Meet Freedom's 
Leadership Team for 

2017-18 
From Left to right: Ms. Sherri Brunner, School 
Counselor; Ms. Carla Fox, Assistant Principal; Dr. Guy 
Grimes, Principal; Ms. Melissa Scott, School Support 
Specialist; Ms. Kenzie Cleveland, School Counselor

S - use Self Control
O - be On Task
A - be an Active Learner
R - show Respect

Ms. Scott
School Support Specialist

Hello Freedom families! Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year. I am Melissa Scott, the new School Support Specialist at Freedom 
Elementary. For the last two years, I worked at Sea Breeze Elementary as their SSS and before that, I spent many years teaching 
second through fifth grade as well as middle school for a few years. I am very excited to be at Freedom Elementary and have loved 
getting to know all of the amazing students and the wonderful families that support them. 

 In my position, I get the privilege of working with a wide variety of students daily, and it is always so exciting to see the growth they 
are continually making. My main focus is helping students SOAR throughout their day, in all areas of the school, and to help them 
always make the best choices possible to be the successful students we all know they can be. I look forward to a great year and getting 
to know all of our students and their wonderful families. 

At Freedom we S.O.A.R….

Thank You  
Business 
Partners

Media Make-Over 
Freedom's Media Center was one of the four schools chosen for 
a Media make-over. We are all excited about the new furniture, 
computers and soon to be new shelving. We have a lot more 
room and a new computer lab area. 

We always need volunteers in the Media Center. If you would 
like to volunteer in the Media Center contact me. muckefud@
manateeschools.net

Diane Muckefuse
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First of all, I have 
to say how exciting 
it is to have such 
an overwhelming 
response from our 
5th graders to join 
TSA. I am very 

proud of the program that we have established here at 
Freedom over the last 11 years, and we wouldn’t have 
been able to do accomplish this without the support of 
our administration and our ACT Department Director, 
Doug Wagner for backing the IE2 Program. 

This year we have several competitions and challenges 
planned thus far. 

Our first competition will take place on December 
2nd at Braden River High School. During this District-
Wide competition, we will be competing against 
approx. 175 other students from 15 other elementary 
schools. 

Then in January, we will participate in a school-based 
“Play with Your Fruits and Veggies” Competition in 
which teams will design a theme-based landscape on 
a cookie sheet using food. The top winning landscape 
from our school will then move on to compete with 
other elementary schools within the county to pick a 
grand winner.

We will then finish off the year with the AWWA Water 
Tower Competition at Freedom in May. 

In order to prepare for all these upcoming events, the 
TSA team will be meeting every Wednesday morning 
from 8:30-9:00 am.

So a big SHOUT OUT and  
CONGRATULATIONS  

to our new 2017 - 2018 
Front Row: Alex Samler, Stirling Shupe, Alexis Douglas, Keith Folsom, 
Evan Lepter, Charlie Mennes and Jovan Rivera

Second Row: Baylee Hinkle, Addyson Danforth, Meghan Pierce, Anna 
Palatina, Izzy Merritt, Madison DiPasquale, Ava Thompsen, Angelina Durie 
and Skylar Jandula

Third Row: Rozlynn Boggs, Sheena Kurakula, LouAnn McCord, Ashton 
Springfield, Ramey Hanback, Meghan Dillingham, Jonathan Maassen, 
Astrid Price, Gage Cameron and Jonathan Pavone
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Counselor’s Connections
Sherri Brunner, Certified 
Counselor for grades  
K, 1 and 5 
RtI/IST Chairperson

Kenzie Cleveland, Certified 
Counselor for grades  
2,3 and 4 
Testing Coordinator

Classroom 
Guidance
We will continue to use 
S.O.A.R. (Self control, 
On-task, Active learning and 
Respect) skills this year as 
Freedom falcons. Classroom 
guidance will be provided 
in grades K-5 with a focus on building good communication and 
conflict resolution skills. Children K-2 will work with Kelso 
the Frog as they learn nine different ways to “Stop-Think and 
Make the Best Choice”. Our 3rd-5th graders will practice “Being 
Cool” when faced with criticism and teasing. We will also take 
a stand against bullying and build bridges of friendship that will 
last a lifetime.

Students of The Month
Each month one student will be selected from his/her class as 
the character education student of the month. Certificates will be 
awarded and photos proudly displayed in the cafeteria. Here are 
the spotlighted traits for each month:

August / September – Self Control
October – Cooperation
November / December – Honesty/Integrity
January – Kindness
February – Tolerance
March – Responsibility
April / May – Respect

EFELT – Backpack Club
Our guidance program will 
continue to assist families 
with our Backpack Club this 
year. Each week, selected 
students will take home 
a backpack filled with 
non-perishable food items. 
These backpacks are then 
returned to school to be 
refilled for the following 
week. A huge thank you to the Lakewood Ranch Elks Club and 
other community sponsors for making this program a continued 
success. If you know of a family who could benefit from 
participating in the program, please contact Mrs. Cleveland or 
Mrs. Brunner. Donations of pre-packaged food items, books and 
linens are always appreciated.

S.O.A.R. Ambassadors
Congratulations to these students for being chosen as our fifth 
grade guidance ambassadors for the 2017/2018 school year. 
These students were selected because of their outstanding 
character and dependability. They are: Jenny Vargas-Acuna, 
Taylor Taylor, Amaya Dowell, Leandro Graci, Kemarcus Sailes, 
Matthew Wright, Ean Johnson and Daniel Antonio-Diaz

No Bully Zone
We will be participating in “Bully 
Free” awareness activities throughout 
the year. Our students will be gaining 
insight into how to recognize and 
diffuse difficult social situations. 
We will be taking a “bully free” 
pledge, participating in the October 
3rd worldwide blue shirt day and 
committing ourselves to creating a 
safe learning environment. Through 
an atmosphere of encouragement 
and tolerance, students will be free 
to reach their fullest academic, social and emotional potential. 
We encourage you to explore various anti-bullying websites, 
read books and have candid conversations with your children 
regarding bullying.

Why is Assessment Important?
It has probably happened to you a few times already this year; 
your child has come home and discussed with you an assessment 
that they have taken in school. This will be an ongoing 
occurrence as the year progresses and you may wonder why. 
Administering assessments is a logical approach to collecting, 
considering, and reviewing data to improve the learning of our 
students. Assessment is important because it tells us what and 
how much students are learning and where they’re learning it. 
Assessment also gives us insight into how we might improve our 
programs to help our students learn more throughout the school 
year. We will post on our school website when district quarterly 
assessments are occurring, as well as other assessments such as 
the FSA (Florida Assessment Standards), so please check there 
regularly for current information. Another wonderful resource is 
found on our district website at http://www.manateeschools.net/
pages/SDMC/Departments/Teaching___Learning/Testing___
Accountability. Parents are able to access assessments resources, 
assessment calendars, research resources, etc. It is our hope 
at Freedom Elementary to create a learning environment that 
addresses our students needs in order to promote academic 
success. We will SOAR through this school year to reach all of 
our academic goals! 

Upcoming Assessment Dates:
*Quarter 1 Benchmark Assessments Grades 3-5: 10/16-10/27

*Write Score Writing Assessment Grades 4-5: Oct. 30 



941-708-4990	 October	2017

8

Mission Statement
We, the family of Freedom 
Elementary, in order to form a 
more dynamic school, establish a 
community of learners, empower 
all students to reach their potential, 
provide a safe and secure learning 
environment, promote cultural 
diversity in an ever-changing 
world and inspire a spirit of 
lifelong learning for our school 
community, establish this mission 
for Freedom Elementary School.

Freedom Website
You will find the school calendar, PTO 
information, direct email links to teachers, 
teacher website links, district information, 
café menus along with a lot of other valuable 
information on our website. Check it out at 
www.edline.net/pages/sdmcfreedomes and 
bookmark the site as a favorites!

Safety Rule
A bicycle rider or passenger under 
16 years of age must wear a 
bicycle helmet that: is properly fitted; 
is fastened securely; meets a nationally 
recognized standard under Federal guidance

Keep Clipping!

www.boxtopsforeducation.com

Thank You!
It’s amazing how quickly those 10 cent box tops add up!

Hello from  
The Clinic

Please check your closets. The clinic needs 
donations of gently used boys and girls shoes.  
We could also use many many band-aids 

Thank you so much!


