
Dates to Remember

Freedom Elementary Home of the Falcons

Principal’s Corner — Dr. Grimes
January 2018
	 	2-3	 All	district	sites	closed
	 4	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 5	 District	Inservice	-	No	school	for	students
	 8	 Students	return
	 15	 ML	King	Birthday	-	All	district	sites	closed
February 2018
	 7	 Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 19		Presidents’	Day	-	All	district	sites	closed
March 2018
	 7		Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 15	 End	Qtr	3	(47	days)
	 	16	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 23	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
	26-30	 Spring	Break	-	Schools	closed
April
	 13	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
May
	 2		Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	 25	 Early	Release	1:15p	-	ALL	schools
	 28	 Memorial	Day	-	All	sites	closed
	 29	 Last	Day	Students	-	Early	Release	1:15p

Hello Freedom Families,

This school year is half over and we still have 
so much to accomplish. With that said, I 
would like for each of you to take the time to 

read the Alphabet of Happiness. When we have the 
appropriate attitude, we can conquer anything that 
comes our way. 

A – ACCEPT Accept others for who they are and for the choices 
they’ve made even if you have difficulty understanding 
their beliefs, motives, or actions.

B – BREAK AWAY Break away from everything that stands in the way of 
what you hope to accomplish with your life.

C – CREATE Create a family of friends whom you can share your 
hopes, dreams, sorrows, and happiness with.

D – DECIDE Decide that you’ll be successful and happy come what 
may, and good things will find you. The roadblocks are 
only minor obstacles along the way.

E – EXPLORE Explore and experiment. The world has much to offer, 
and you have much to give. And every time you try 
something new, you’ll learn more about yourself.

F – FORGIVE Forgive and forget. Grudges only weigh you down 
and inspire unhappiness and grief. Soar above it, and 
remember that everyone makes mistakes.

G – GROW Leave the childhood monsters behind. They can no 
longer hurt you or stand in your way.

H – HOPE Hope for the best and never forget that anything is 
possible as long as you remain dedicated to the task.

I – IGNORE Ignore the negative voice inside your head. 
Focus instead on your goals and remember your 
accomplishments. Your past success is only a small 
inkling of what the future holds.

J – JOURNEY Journey to new worlds, new possibilities, by remaining 
open-minded. Try to learn something new every day, 
and you’ll grow.

K – KNOW Know that no matter how bad things seem, they’ll 
always get better. The warmth of spring always follows 
the harshest winter.

L – LOVE Let love fill your heart instead of hate. When hate is in 
your heart, there’s room for nothing else, but when love 
is in your heart, there’s room for endless happiness.
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"Be Someone's Hero Today!"
Freedom’s First Hero’s Day honoring our 
Veterans, active service men and women,  
and first responders

M – MANAGE Manage your time and your expenses 
wisely, and you’ll suffer less stress and 
worry. Then you’ll be able to focus on 
the important things in life.

N – NOTICE Never ignore the poor, infirm, helpless, 
weak, or suffering. Offer your 
assistance when possible, and always 
your kindness and understanding.

O – OPEN Open your eyes and take in all the 
beauty around you. Even during the 
worst of times, there’s still much to be 
thankful for.

P – PLAY Never forget to have fun along the 
way. Success means nothing without 
happiness.

Q – QUESTION Ask many questions, because you’re 
here to learn.

R – RELAX Refuse to let worry and stress rule your 
life, and remember that things always 
have a way of working out in the end.

S – SHARE Share your talent, skills, knowledge, 
and time with others. Everything that 
you invest in others will return to you 
many times over.

T – TRY  Even when your dreams seem 
impossible to reach, try anyway. You’ll 
be amazed by what you can accomplish.

U – USE Use your gifts to your best ability. 
Talent that’s uses will bring unexpected 
rewards.

V – VALUE Value the friends and family members 
who’ve supported and encouraged you, 
and be there for them as well.

W – WORK Work hard every day to be the best 
person you can be, but never feel guilty 
if you fall short of your goals. Every 
sunrise offers a second chance. 

X – X-RAY Look deep inside the hearts of those 
around you and you’ll see the goodness 
and beauty within.

Y – YIELD Yield to commitment. If you stay on 
track and remain dedicated, you’ll find 
success at the end of the road.

Z – ZOOM Zoom to a happy place when bad 
memories or sorrow rears its ugly head. 
Let nothing interfere with your goals. 
Instead, focus on your abilities, your 
dreams, and a brighter tomorrow.

Looking forward to an amazing second semester.  
Dr. Grimes
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Kindergarten Corner

Grade News
Our First Graders have had a very busy and 
productive second quarter!

The students loved making Gingerbread Houses 
and learning about Holidays Around the World. 

We are into our third reading book. We are working 
hard on our reading skills and have been focusing on 

story plot, cause and effect, and...sequence. The students are also 
becoming experts at finding nouns and verbs. Remember that it 
is crucial that your child be reading every night. Keep looking 
for those “Just Right Books!”

The Goldilocks Rule
When reading a book or choosing a new book ask yourself. 

Is it: Too Hard
• I do not know many of the words.
• I can not remember important details about the story.
• I read with little or no expression.
• I need help reading this book.
Is it: Too Easy
• I know almost all the words to this book.
• I have read this book many times.
• I can retell the story easily.
• I read the book fluently or very quickly.
Is it: Just Right
• I know many of the words but need help with some words.
• I understand what I am reading but may need to go back to 

reread at times.
• I read most of the words fluently and with expression.
• This book is just right... not too hard and not too easy.

Fall was a very busy time for everyone in 
Kindergarten. We had several special events. 
On October 31st, we celebrated Halloween by 

dressing like our favorite hero. We also had a lot of 
fun participating in some fall centers that week. We 

would like to thank all the parents who came to help or donated 
things for the centers. Our parent generosity helped to make our 
centers a big success!   

November turned our attention to Thanksgiving and the farm. 
We studied about the Pilgrims and Native Americans and made 
hats/costumes at school.

Our Veteran’s Day celebration was extra special this year as our 
school also celebrated the 10th anniversary of our courtyard! 

There were several special activities in December. One of our 
favorites was “Holidays Around The World” where we learned 
how different countries celebrate the winter holidays. Another 
special event was making our very own gingerbread houses! We 
had a great turnout of parents who helped each student make 
their own gingerbread house. 

 During the last week before break our teachers read the book, 
The Polar Express, and then we watched the movie and had hot 
chocolate! Yummy! 

Everyone in Kindergarten would like to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful 2018!

Notes from the Registrar 
Parent Portal = Get Connected! 

This is how you will be able to access your student’s grades, 
discipline and attendance. If you need the paperwork please let 
me know. 
Update Contact Information 
Please update any changes in your contact information. Different 
address, phones, emails, and people that you want to add or 
delete from your student’s contact sheets. 
School Choice Begins 
March 5, 2018 – March 16, 2018 
Kindergarten Roundup 
March 22, 2018 starts 2:30pm – ends 6:00pm 
Attendance 
Please remember the importance of your child’s attendance.  
A combination of 3 tardies or 3 early outs equals one absence. 

VPK at Freedom
Free and open to all Florida resident children who are 4 years 
old on or before September 1, 2018. The program is 3 hours per 
day (8:30am -11:30am). At Freedom, parents can choose a full 
day program (until 2:50pm) and participate in after-school care 
for an additional cost. For more information regarding the 2018- 
2019 school year, please contact the Early Learning Coalition 
at 941-757-2900 to obtain your child’s Certificate of Eligibility 
(COE).

VPK News
It’s been a great first half of the year! Our students have grown 
in leaps and bounds! They had so much fun during our Wonder 
of Water unit learning about the properties of water, its uses, 
where it can be found, and how it transforms.

We learned about different holiday traditions in December and 
students enjoyed sharing what their own family’s traditions are 
during the holidays. We also got to wear our pajamas to school 
for a day of hot chocolate, cookies, and a holiday movie!

We are looking forward to our next unit in our Pre-K curriculum 
– Buildings and Structures.
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PE News 
Coaches Wilson & 

Wojcicki

Second Grade News-Wow this year is flying by! Our Soaring Second 
Graders are continuing to amaze us every day. We have been working 
so hard and learning many exciting things. We have been learning about 
author’s purpose, text features, magnets, Native Americans, as well as 
adding and subtracting with regrouping. In October we took a field trip to 
Emerson Point Preserve. We had a fabulous time learning about fiddler crabs 
and the creatures of the sea. In November we had our annual Veteran’s Day 
Ceremony. Thanks to all who joined us for this touching ceremony. Please 
remember to have your child read each night. We hope that everyone has 
a restful and happy Winter Break! Report cards will come home after the 
break. The Second Grade Team.

Grade News 

We hope everyone had a wonderful and restful winter break. Out 
at PE we have been running the Freedom Falcon Fitness Run. 
The students have been doing a great job. We just want to give 
a gentle reminder to make sure students are wearing shoes that 
they’re able to run/jump in, wearing clothes that fit properly and 
are appropriate for physical activity when they come to PE. 
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Grade News

Grade Rocks

Happy holidays from the Third Grade Team! The 
second quarter is almost done, and Third Grade 
is ready for 2018 where we will be putting our 
teaching/learning into high gear! Each class is 

working hard on building the strategies necessary to 
be successful on the FSA and beyond.

Third grade had a great time on our AgVenture field trip on 
November 16th. We learned about oranges, soil, and dairy. Each 
student was given a tomato plant and a cowboy hat to take home. 
It was a fun, learning-filled day!

As always, we ask that you are reading each night with your 
child and practicing the memorization of math multiplication and 
division facts. Thanks for all you do at home to help make your 
child the best he or she can be!

Welcome back and Happy New Year! There are 
many things your child can do to continue their 
education at home such as. i-Ready Reading 
and i-Ready Math. Students can also practice 

math facts, 2 digit by 2 digit multiplication, 
and don’t forget about long division with 1 digit 

divisors. Throughout the next few months, students 
will be working on writing explanatory essays, work with 
fractions and decimals in math as we master our multiplication 
and division skills. Students will expand their vocabulary while 
utilizing comprehension strategies when reading literature and 
informational texts. Please encourage your child to read every 
day. Reading will help improve their writing and vocabulary 
skills. 

Happy New Year,

4th grade team: Ms. Terese, Ms. Baker, Mrs. Rudacille and Mrs. 
Denler

"Be 
Someone's 

Hero 
Today!"

Freedom’s First 
Hero’s Day honoring 
our Veterans, active 
service men and 
women, and first 
responders
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Counselor’s Corner
Soaring Into Second 
Semester!
Happy New Year to all of our 
Freedom families! We are looking 
forward to a busy and exciting 
second semester of school. Over 
the next few months of school, we 
have several important assessment 
dates that will be happening! Every 
student here at Freedom will be 
participating in assessments in the 
upcoming months. We are ready to 
conquer our assessments and are confident that our Freedom 
students are ready to soar! 

Here are a few tips to help your child be ready to test his/her 
best:

• Get a good night’s sleep
• Eat a healthy breakfast each morning
• Drink water and hydrate
• Practice positive self-talk (I can do it, I am going to write my 

best, etc…)
• Give lots of hugs and encouragement
• Make certain your child is here each day and on time. 

(Students test best on test day with their classmates)

Semester 2 Assessment Schedule
Dates Test Grade Participating

Jan. 8-Jan. 26 iReady Assessment K-5
Jan. 29-Mar. 23 Access 2.0 ELL KG-5
Feb.26-Apr. 13 Alternative Assessments ESE 3-5
March 6 FSA-ELA Writing  4-5
April 10-11 FSA-ELA 3
Apr. 16-May 2 FSA-ELA 4-5
Apr. 16-May 2  FSA-Math 3-5
April 30-May 1 SSA-Science 5
April 30-May 18 iReady Assessment K-3 Reading/K-2  
  Math
May 21-May 24 Quarterly Assessments 2

If you have any questions regarding these dates or tests, please 
feel free to contact us at any time at 941-708-4990 @ Mrs. 
Cleveland (Grades 1-3 Counselor ext. 2013) or Mrs. Brunner 
(Grades K, 4, 5 Counselor ext. 2076) Thank you for your support 
and understanding. We know our students will be ready to do 
their best and SOAR through the next half of the school year!

Sherri Brunner, Certified Counselor for grades  
K, 1 and 5; RtI/IST Chairperson

Kenzie Cleveland, Certified Counselor for grades  
2,3 and 4; Testing Coordinator

Hello from the Clinic
Please check your closets. The clinic needs donations of gently 
used boys and girls shoes. We could also use many many  
band-aids. Thank you so much!

Freedom students display their amazing work that won them 
grade level representative and a chance to enter the regional 
competition. The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 
hosts an art contest each year to promote the benefits for 
attendance far beyond academic gains. This years winner from 
left to right are: First Grade - Sky Commissar, Second Grade - 
Brady Cleveland, Third Grade - Avery Banfill, Fourth Grade 
- Talia Stilley and Fifth Grade - Reece Ayrton. Remember... 
#EveryDayCounts

The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading

Keep 
Clipping!
www.boxtopsforeducation.com

Thank You!
It’s amazing how quickly those 10 cent box tops add up!
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TSA 5th Grade District 
Catapult Challenge
On Saturday, December 2nd, 2017 our 5th Grade TSA Team 
competed against 228 students divided into 67 teams in the 
annual District Competition held at participated at Lakewood 
Ranch High School. 

This year’s challenge was to build and test a catapult in an 
hour’s time slot given a bag full of materials such as spoons, 
rubber bands, lids, cups, popsicle sticks, a block of wood and 
other small objects. As soon as their projects were built, teams 
were able to pre-test their catapults and make any changes they 
deemed necessary.

The teams competed in 2 different competitions; one for distance 
and one for accuracy. In the Distance Challenge, teams had 
to “flick” their pompoms three times to determine the longest 
distance shot. In the Accuracy Challenge teams also had three 
chances to “flick” their pompom into bucket/hula hoop area. 
Teams received varying depending on where their pompom 
landed. These two scores were then added together to determine 
the top scoring teams. Teams could also win trophies for the 
“Most Innovative Designed” Catapult or the “Best Team Name.” 
While scores were being tallied, students visited other parts of 
the high school to observe other competitions taking place. The 
CO2 dragster races, water towers, and testing a toothpick built 
bridge for structural stability were immediate crowd pleasers. 
This was a terrific opportunity for our 5th graders to see the 
opportunities available to them when they reach the middle and 
high school levels in our area.

Fun was had by all, with a special THANK YOU! to the TSA 
parents and families for their continued support and cooperation 
throughout the event.

Freedom had a few winners this year in the “Most Innovative” 
category.

*  Grand Champion Innovator Trophies went to the The 
Triple A’s team with their Rudolph Inspired Catapult. - Team 
Members included: Alex Samler, Anna Palatino and Allyson 
Baker

*  1st Place Trophies went to the Catapult Queen’s team with 
their Castle Inspired Catapult - Team Members included: Ava 
Thompsen, Madison DiPasquale and Skylar Jandula

*  3rd Place Trophies went to the Lob-sters team - Team 
Members included: Ethan Lepfer, Keith Folsom, Jonathan 
Pavone and Jovan Rivera

Other participating Elementary Schools included: Abel, Ballard, 
Bashaw, Braden River, Gullett, McNeal, Palm View, Palma Sola, 
Prine, Rogers Garden, Rowlett, Samoset, Sea Breeze, Williams, 
Willis and Witt

The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading
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Mission Statement
We, the family of Freedom Elementary, in order to form a more 
dynamic school, establish a community of learners, empower 
all students to reach their potential, provide a safe and secure 
learning environment, promote cultural diversity in an ever-
changing world and inspire a spirit of lifelong learning for 
our school community, establish this mission for Freedom 
Elementary School.


