
Dates to Remember

Freedom Elementary Home of the Falcons

Principal’s Corner — Dr. Grimes
March 2018
	 15	 End	Qtr	3	(47	days)
	 	16	 Record	Day	-	No	school	for	students
	 22	 Kindergarten	Roundup	2:30-6p
	 23	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
	26-30	 Spring	Break	-	Schools	closed
April
	10-11	 FSA-ELA,	Grade	3
	 13	 Elementary	-	Early	Release	12:30p
16-5/2	 FSA	Math,	Grades	3-5
	16-17	 ELA,	Grade	4
	18-19	 ELA,	Grade	5
30-5/1	 SSA	Science,	Grade	5
30-5/18	iReady	Assessment,	K-3	Reading/K-2	Math
May
	 2		Professional	Learning	-	Early	Release	1:15p
	19-23	 Book	Fair
	21-24	 Quarterly	Assessment,	Grade	2
	 25	 Early	Release	1:15p	-	ALL	schools
	 28	 Memorial	Day	-	All	sites	closed
	 29	 Last	Day	Students	-	Early	Release	1:15p

See	Book Fair	article	on	page	5

See	Notes from the Registrar	
article	on	page	2

One can always find articles on success and hard work. 
Successful people know that it takes hard work to succeed. 
However, it does not come in one day. I hope you enjoy the 
excerpt from an article written by Scott Young. He states…

”Becoming good at anything takes hard work. A lot of it. 
The people who are willing to sweat out their craft for 
years will win. The people who want quick money and 
fame after six months will not.However, while success 
may require a lot of hard work, that doesn’t necessarily 
mean that work is hard to do. A book may contain 80,000 words of carefully edited 
content, that’s a lot of hard work. But writing 800 words almost every day for four 
months isn’t hard to do. Lots of hard work, but on a daily level it isn’t too difficult.

The Marathon Myth
Some people believe mastery and self-improvement require marathons of work. 
Huge, epic sessions of writing, studying and learning. Massive goals that push 
their endurance and sanity to the breaking point.After a few weeks of such grueling 
effort, they give up. The marathon can’t last forever, and they are too exhausted 
to run the next day.This problem arises because the people confused hard work 
with hard to do work. They confused the thousands of hours of practice mastery 
requires over years and decades, with the dozens of hours of concentrated practice 
that exhausts most people. They had the right motivation, just the wrong timescale.

The Value of Patience and Showing Up
I believe patience in any self-improvement pursuit is worth more than motivation. 
Yes, you do need motivation to get yourself moving. But, getting up is only the first 
step. There are a thousand more that follow it.

Patience allows you to show up every day. Patience allows you to ignore temporary 
setbacks, not because setbacks aren’t disappointing, but because you aren’t 
operating on a daily timescale. You’re thinking about the big picture.

I’ve found there are two ways you can channel that early enthusiasm so it doesn’t 
scald you later:

First, invest some of your enthusiasm in forming habits. When you start exercising, 
for example, commit to doing some minimum daily amount. If you feel like doing a 
bit more, investing time in research or buying fancy equipment, go ahead. Just make 
sure you get your 30 minutes of running or 100 sit-ups in every day. Second, start 
with a long-term attitude. When I started blogging, I set my sights on my first steps 
of success in two years. With a long-term attitude it is easier to stick to the pursuit 
after the honeymoon phase is over. Work hard at levels that multiply. Other people 
may have more talent, connections or outwit you. But don’t let them outlast you.”

For us striving to be a successful student, teacher, parent or fill in the blank, we 
must set goals to achieve, create habits that will assist us in our success, and go at it 
every day, one day at a time. 

I leave you with this quote from Walt Disney. “The way to get started is to quit 
talking and begin doing.”
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Kindergarten Corner

Pre-K News

We have been very busy in Kindergarten these past 
few months!  

On February 2nd we had a fun evening at the 
school bonfire. A big THANK YOU to all the 

parents who donated chips for the Kindergarten team 
to sell. 

The Kindergarten classes had a great time celebrating the 100th 
day of school on January 31st. We explored lots of fun ways to 
count to 100. 

On February 14th, we had Valentine Centers and talked about the 
importance of friends.

We are continuing to work very hard on our writing skills as we 
work to stay on topic, to start sentences with a capital letter, to 
use correct punctuation and to spelling words phonetically. 

Please continue to spend some time at home working on i-Ready. 
Studies have shown that students who spend at least 45 minutes 
a week in Math and Reading tend to score higher on the end of 
year testing.

We will be having 3rd Quarter conferences on March 22nd. We 
hope every parent can come to meet with their child’s teacher.

Spring Break is right around the corner. We hope that everyone 
has a wonderful and safe spring break. 

It is hard to believe that third quarter is almost over. Time has 
really passed quickly this year. It always does though when you 
are learning a lot and having fun! Happy Spring!

A “Campus Walk” kicked off Unit 3: Buildings and Structures. 
Our students were amazed at how many different structures we 
found around our school campus and how they differed in shape, 
size, and material. They were able to capture what they saw 
and sketched with great detail! Throughout this unit, we have 
explored how buildings and structures are made and have been 
creatively using materials to build a variety of structures.

Our students continue to work hard on letter recognition, letter 
sounds, and writing skills. They have been learning about three 
dimensional shapes and measuring using non-standard units, like 
paper clips, cubes, straws. 

We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday in March. It has been a great 
opportunity to work on rhyming words and syllables. They loved 
all the quirky characters!

We all have enjoyed watching our students develop and mature 
this year. It’s amazing how fast this year is going by!

PARENT PORTAL = GET CONNECTED!
This is how you will be able to access your student’s grades, 
discipline and attendance.
If you need the paperwork please let me know.

UPDATE CONTACT INFORMATION
Please update any changes in your address, phones, emails or 
people you want to add or delete from your student’s biographic 
update sheet.

KG ROUNDUP
When: March 22 from 2:30 – 6:00pm
Where: Freedom Office
What to bring: • Certified Birth Certificate, 
 • Florida Immunization 
 • Florida Physical 
 • Student’s social security card 
 • Parent/Guardian Photo ID 
 • Proof of address in the form of:  
  current Utility Bill or Deed or Lease.

ATTENDANCE
Please remember the importance of your student’s tardies and 
absences.
A combination of 3 tardies or 3 early outs equals one absence.

Notes from the Registrar 

Hello Freedom Families! As we “SOAR” into the fourth quarter 
school will become very busy, hectic and demanding. With 
testing on the horizon, teachers working hard to ensure all 
lessons have been taught and understood, and the typical end of 
the year craziness closing in on us, it is easy for our students to 
lose sight of their focus in school and let foolishness take over. 
Please help your student stay focused in school every day by 
making sure they get a good night’s 
sleep, a positive start to their day, 
arrive at school on time, and have 
everything they need to be ready 
for a great day. Also, talk with 
them about being successful in school 
and all that means. Yes, we want them 
working hard in class, listening to 
their teacher and completing their work, but we know there is so 
much more to our students then just that, we also want to help 
them develop a positive character and a moral compass that will 
take them much further than just elementary school. At Freedom 
Elementary we work hard to instill simple traits like being nice, 
kind, considerate and helpful; all of the things we, as parents, 
want to see in our children and for our children to experience 
when they go to school. We need to work together to make sure 
our students understand that we expect them to do their best 
in school; as a student and as a person. Let’s work together to 
support our students in being the best they can in every way 
possible. As Helen Keller once said, “alone we can do so little, 
together we can do so much.”

School Support Specialist 
Melissa Scott
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Grade News
First graders have been busy at Freedom. 
They have counted their own 100-piece 
snacks for the 100th day, celebrated Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday, wrote opinion pieces and 

enjoyed a field trip to Dakin Dairy Farms that 
went along with our theme of animals! For the 

remainder of the year, the children will enjoy non-fiction 
books, writing how-to books, reviewing addition and 
subtraction, as well as analyzing data and shapes.

Kelso helps us to remember to “Stop, Think, and Make the 
Best Choice!” Kelso has a variety of strategies to help us 
solve little problems. Please encourage your child to share 
these strategies with you and encourage your child to use 
them at home also!

Grade News 

WOW! Time flies when you’re having fun! We 
have been so busy learning in second grade we just 

realized that our students are looking and acting 
like third graders! It is an exciting time of year as 

we continue reading, writing, adding, measuring, analyzing and 
sharing our thinking. As we plan for our last quarter of second 
grade, our students should be reading, writing, adding and 
subtracting fluently. We have also been telling time, counting 
money, observing the weather and learning about our world. We 
are excited to take our students to the art exhibit “Embracing our 
Differences” in Sarasota followed by the play “Clementine“ in 
May. Every day we appreciate our families and thank you for 
your support and help at home. 

Grade News
The third quarter has been very exciting for third 
grade! The Bonfire was a huge success. Thanks 
to everyone who donated hot dogs, condiments 

and buns! In March, third grade will be going on 
a fun field trip to Felts Preserve. We will go on 

nature walks, observe birds with binoculars, and learn 
about bird features and survival. We are looking forward to this 
exciting trip. Please continue to support your child at home with 
reading, math fact memorization, and iReady. Fourth grade will 
be here before you know it!

Bonfire
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Grade Rocks
As the third semester ends, we want to wish 
you a safe Spring Break. The fourth grade 
students continue to work hard on their writing 
and did a great job showing what they know 

during the FSA Writing Assessment. The next 
few weeks students will be working on geometry 

including analyzing geometrical figures, questioning angles 
and investigating measurements. We will also continue to 
review all skills including, long division, multiplication and 
understanding fractions and decimals. In reading, we will focus 
on comprehension skills and text structures across all genres. 
Please encourage your child to read daily.

We look forward to the class field trip in March to South Florida 
Museum. The students will get an opportunity to learn about the 
natural and historical history of Florida.

We will be taking the FSA Reading and Math assessment in 
April. This year, both portions of the assessment are online for 
fourth grade. We will be practicing taking online FSA style 
tests in the computer lab to prepare our students for success. In 
preparation, your child can also go online and take practice tests! 
http://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/.

4th grade team: Ms. Terese, Mrs. Frye, Ms. Baker, Mrs. Jett and 
Mrs. Denler

FSA testing is coming up in April and FCAT 
Science testing is in May. Please make sure that 
your child arrives at school on time on the testing 
days. Please make sure that they go to bed early 

and get a good night’s sleep before testing days. 
They need to make sure they eat a healthy breakfast 

that is high in protein each testing day as well. Breakfast is free 
for ALL students at Freedom.

FSA 5th Grade (computer-based test) ELA (Language Arts) 
4/18-4/19

FSA 5th Grade (computer-based test) Math 4/25-4/26

FCAT Science (paper-based test) 4/30-5/1

In April, our 5th graders will be working on a speech for the 
annual Tropicana School Speech Contest. They will get more 
information about the speech contest after Spring Break.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free 
to contact your child’s teacher.

Grade News 

Big news… The Waterlefe artist’s guild 
donated $750.00 to art, and Madison 

LeFevre’s mom donated enough wooden boxes for the entire 
fifth grade to make a nice keepsake. Thank you Mrs. LeFevre! 
Thank you Waterlefe!

Most classes have just finished making African animal projects, 
which we used to decorate the cafe’ for our Black history month 
celebration. The artwork is beautiful, if I do say so myself. The 
second graders made woven collages with elephants, hippos, or 
lions. The first graders made zebras. The third graders painted 
some ferocious, yet cute lion collages. The fourth graders made 
amazing sunset paintings with a variety of animals in silhouette. 
The fifth grade is just finishing some very impressive and very 
large animal portrait collages, and we are now on to spring and 
painting flowers. 

Art needs some recycled items, such as Styrofoam trays and egg 
cartons. We need Yoplait yogurt containers, the kind that are 
larger on the bottom, and the larger yogurt containers too. We 
need small tee shirts for smocks, as well. Thank you.

News from the 
Artroom…

Read Across America

Music Notes
In the music room, students spent the month of 
February learning about American music that was 
created and inspired by African Americans. We 
learned about some of the African culture that was 
brought here by slaves, and how that inspired much of America’s 
music, including hand clapping and jump rope songs that are 
popular with kids today. Our 4th graders performed African 
American Spirituals, and songs inspired by the Civil Rights 
Movement at our Annual Black History Assembly that was held 
on February 28th. The assembly concluded with all students 
singing the song Love Can Build a Bridge, which reminded us 
of the importance of coming together and showing kindness to 
everyone, no matter our differences. 
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Happy Spring to all Freedom families! Each year around this 
time of the year we start to see “Spring Fever” happen! What 
is Spring Fever? Merriam-Webster defines Spring Fever as “a 
lazy or restless feeling often associated with the onset of spring” 
or “a feeling of wanting to go outdoors and do things because 
spring is coming and the weather is getting warmer.” You may be experiencing this and you 
might see the signs in your child as well! During the spring part of our school year we notice a 
trend of more students being absent, more students with tardies, and more students with early 
dismissals. “Spring fever” has hit our school! Did you know attendance issues can negatively 
affect your child and their education? Missing school can cause your child to fall behind in 
reading, writing, math, and basic social skills necessary to help him/her succeed! There is 
something you can do! 

If your child will be late or absent, always contact the office to let them know. 

 Always have a back-up plan in place to help get your child to school in case something comes 
up in the morning.

Make doctors, dentist, etc. appointments after school hours. If your child is arriving late from 
an appointment, be sure to bring a slip from the appointment with them when they return to 
school.

An appointment for your child early in the day or late in the school day is never a reason to 
miss the entire school day. Every hour at school makes a difference! 

Counselor’s Corner

Upcoming dates to remember:
Mar 6 FSA-ELA Writing  4 - 5

Apr 10 - 11 FSA-ELA 3

Apr 16 - May 2 FSA-ELA 4 - 5

Apr 16 - May 2  FSA-Math 3 - 5

Apr 30 - May 1 SSA-Science 5

Apr 30 - May 18 iReady Assessment K-3 Reading/K-2 Math

May 21- 24 Quarterly Assessments 2

Media News
Wow! February has been a very busy month!

In Kindergarten and First Grade we are learning about new 
authors and finding new sections in Non-Fiction. 

Second and Third graders are researching animals and famous 
people. 

Fourth and fifth grade are learning how to respond to a prompt in 
Schoology, and being creative using Power Point. 

This week Mrs. Cerquozzi’s Class and Mrs. Roberts’ Class 
participated in a Mystery Skype. A Mystery Skype is 30 – 45 
minute challenge involving 2 classes trying to guess the location 
of the other class in the world. The challenger classes were in 
Iowa and Nebraska.

March 19- 23 
held in the Media Center. 

Book Fair Hours Monday: 8:00am – 12pm

 Tuesday: 8am – 12pm

 Wednesday: 8am – 12pm

 Thursday: 8am – 12pm  
  4pm – 7pm

 Friday: 8 – 11am

Look for flyers in your child’s backpacks next week. If you 
would like to volunteer you can sign up online at: http://www.
scholastic.com/bf/freedomelementaryschool24 or contact me at 
941-708-4990 ext 2038; email muckefud@manateeschools.net

Remember, absenteeism is preventable! Every day counts and 
we look forward to seeing each smiling face EVERY day in our 
hallways and classrooms!

PE News Coaches Wilson & Wojcicki

At PE, we have recently started basketball and soccer units. We teach the students the similarities and differences between both games. 
The students learned about the key skills to offense, which are dribbling, passing and shooting. We just want to give a gentle reminder 
to make sure students are wearing shoes that they are able to run/jump in, wearing clothes that fit properly and are appropriate for 
physical activity when they come to PE. Have a safe spring break!
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Play with your Fruits and Vegetables Challenge
By Debbie Smith
In January the TSA Team received a special challenge from the Cafeteria! They wanted our students 
to enter the counties 5th Annual “Play with your Fruits and Veggies” Challenge. This was quite 
an interesting challenge for alot of our members because they were really excited that they could 
actually “play” with their food and not get in trouble! 

Teams began blueprinting and designing during the month of January using the internet and other resources to come up with some 
creative ideas based on “A Day at the Zoo” theme. Teams were given 1 hour to design and build their delectable artwork on a sturdy 
cookie sheet. Their artistry was then judged by our administration and café staff with the top winner continuing onto the county level. 

The 3 teams that placed in our school 
included….
And as of this morning. I just found out that the Orange-atans took 1st 
place for the whole county! So a HUGE CONGRATULATIONS for 
taking home the “gold.” 

1st Place: Orange-atans, created by Keith Folsom, Johnathan 
Maassen, Jonathan Ni and Jonathan Pavone

2nd Place: Zoo Mania, created by Addyson Danforth, 
Evan Lepter, Izzy Merritt and Alex Samler

3rd Place: Apple Gators, created by Meghan Dillingham, 
Alexis Douglas, Ramey Hanback and Astrid Price
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Hello from the Clinic
Please check your closets. The clinic 
needs donations of gently used boys 
and girls shoes.  
We could also use many many band-
aids. 
Thank you so much!

Keep 
Clipping!
www.boxtopsforeducation.com

Thank You!
It’s amazing how quickly those 10 cent box tops add up!

Tech Talk
Did you know there is a lot of useful information on Freedom 
Elementary’s website? The address is: http://www.edline.net/
pages/sdmcfreedomes

There is a parent section with all kinds of information 
including how to pay for lunches on line, the menu, school 
hours, volunteer information, and so much more. We try to 
keep the website as current as possible at all times.

We are asking all students to bring in headsets or 
earbuds that will be used only for themselves. 

The labs are used daily by a lot of students 
and it’s much more sanitary for your child to 

have their own. 

100 Days

Safety Rule
A bicycle rider or passenger under 
16 years of age must wear a 
bicycle helmet that: is properly fitted; 
is fastened securely; meets a nationally 
recognized standard under Federal guidance
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Mission Statement
We, the family of Freedom Elementary, in order 
to form a more dynamic school, establish a 
community of learners, empower all students to 
reach their potential, provide a safe and secure 
learning environment, promote cultural diversity 
in an ever-changing world and inspire a spirit 
of lifelong learning for our school community, 
establish this mission for Freedom Elementary 
School.


