October 5, 2021

R. Dan Nolan Middle School
Your Source for All The News That is Nolan

Greetings Nolan Community,
I am very excited for this year and it has been a great start to this school year. Back in
August we welcomed over 750 students for the 2021-2022 school year. The first quarter
had some schedule changes to balance our classes, place students in their appropriate
electives and to meet the requirements of the class size amendment. Your child may have
had one of these changes, but hopefully they have adjusted well to their new classes.
Last year was a challenging year for everyone, but despite the various protocols due to the
pandemic and the constant changes made to our schedules, Nolan’s students and staff rose
above and succeeded across the board in our state assessments. I am extremely proud of the
hard work and effort that everyone put in last year to do their best in such unique
circumstances. We were not only the highest ranked middle school in Manatee County, but
we also saw our ranking in the state go up 55 spots from 163 to 108. I know that with our
current focus Nolan will be one of the top 100 middle schools in the state of Florida next
year.
For students to be successful in middle school, it is vital for our parents to work with the
school. Communication and teamwork make this possible. Please don’t hesitate to reach Mr. Scott Cooper, Principal
out to the school if you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress.
Focus is still our student data system and parents can see students’ grades, attendance, etc. using the Parent Portal.
Please make sure you use the Focus App to make access easier to view and can be found in the App store under
MySDMC Focus. If you do not have access to the portal, please contact Sue Ann Ciccone at extension 2008 for
assistance setting up your account. The easiest way to communicate with teachers is through the email feature in Focus.
Please use this as your primary way of emailing teachers.
Thank you to all for supporting Nolan’s Fundraiser this year. This year’s fundraiser runs through October 15 if you
haven’t had a chance to participate. More information can be found on our website manateeschools.net/Nolan. Your
support is very helpful to our entire school community and their programs. Thank you for sending your children to R.
Dan Nolan Middle School.
Scott Cooper, Principal

QUARTER 1 DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS – 2021
Test days for the Quarter 1 Benchmark Assessments:
October 12-13 :
Grades 6th, 7th and 8th Math includes Algebra and Geometry
October 19 &20:
CIVICS
October 26 & 27:
Grades 6th, 7th and 8th ELA
October 28 & 29:
Grade 8th Science
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Spotlight On...
Nolan’s New Additions!

This year we welcome new staff members to our
Nolan family:
 Ian Barnes, Civics and US History (Mr. Barnes
has been with us before. We welcome him
back!)
 Monica Gomez-Arciniegas, ELL Aide
 Claudia Oviedo, Substitute Aide
 Giselle Panagiotakis, Chorus
 Shannon Pippin, Guidance Counselor
 Heather Rigney, Student Support Specialist

Report of Out-of-Field Teachers
October 5, 2021
Dear Parents,
The Florida State Department of Education requires that schools
report to parents for the October FTE reporting any teachers
who are out-of-field. Below are the Nolan Middle School
teachers who are out of field for the 2021-2022 school year:
Teacher
Megan Bohman
Gloria Nicot

Area Out of Field
Elementary Ed.
Elementary Ed.

From the OFFICE
✓ If your child has an appointment and
may be leaving school early, please send
them to school with a note on the day of the

✓
✓
✓

✓

appointment.
We are requesting that only one person come to the door to
pick up a child. We are on limited entrance to the office
due to COVID.
No student will be permitted to be picked up and signed
out between 3:30 PM and 4:10 PM. Make arrangements
accordingly.
No deliveries to the office of any kind. This includes
lunches, homework, cell phones, and other items that may
have been forgotten at home. (Breakfast and Lunch are
free at school)
If you sign your student out and they would like to return,
they must return with proper documentation such as a
doctor/dental note.

Bring Your Own Device
(BYOD) REMINDERS

A reminder to all students and parents, bringing
your own device to Nolan Middle School is a
privilege.
We ask that all students keep
electronics to include cell phones, tablets, laptops,
ear buds, head phones and other technology
components in their back pack at all times. Ear
buds and headphones are not to be worn in the
hallways.
Also any technology use in the
classroom must be approved by the teacher. If
students have technology in their backpacks they
are responsible for taking care of their backpacks
and technology.

Devices must be securely placed in the backpack.
Students
carrying
phones in their pockets
can have them taken
away by staff and
parents will need to
come to the school to
retrieve the phone. If a
student needs to use
their cell phone for any
reason, they must ask a
teacher or staff member.
Students are responsible
for
their
devices.
Teachers will determine
and let students know if
they will be allowed to use their own device
during class time. Students should not be texting
or calling parents for any reason during school
hours as this can result in a school consequence.
Please refer to the BYOD pages in the student
planner.
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Referendum Information—Remember the Date, November 2nd
In 2018, the voters of Manatee County approved a 1 mill tax increase to support our schools. On Nov. 2,
2021, voters will be asked to renew it for another three years. Registration deadline is Oct. 4 and early voting
is Oct. 23-30.
The millage dollars have helped Nolan Middle School students. In
Pre-Med, the millage money funded an Anatomage table which is a
computerized cadaver. This allows our students to explore, learn
about body systems and do case studies. It helps them prepare for
Anatomy and Physiology in high school as well set them on a path for
a medical career if that is their interest. Nolan Middle School has
been able to boost academics by offering Algebra and Science boot
camps to students to enrich their learning as well as provide
mathematics tutoring for students who need additional support. (See
mathematics tutoring opportunities on the next page.)
Thanks to the leadership of Superintendent Cynthia Saunders and the
hard work of our students, teachers and all district employees, we can say with confidence, “It’s working.”
The referendum renewal is asking voters to allow us to keep it going.
Since the passage in 2018, teachers are staying, vacancy rates are down, academic scores have risen and
maintained at higher levels than the state as a whole (despite the pandemic), and some of our most valued
programs are expanding, such as career, technical, STEM and the performing arts.
The renewal is not a tax increase. It merely keeps it going. The cost to the owner of $300,000 house pays
about $23 a month. Renters do not pay property taxes.
It’s important to note that every dollar collected stays right here in our community. If you are concerned
about accountability, we have a Citizens Financial Oversight Committee to make sure it’s being spent wisely.
Referendum dollars will be spent in the following four ways:


Continue to extend learning time 30 minutes per day. This equates to 18 additional days of instruction a
year, and a full year of additional learning time during a student’s Kindergarten through 12th grade
career. Sarasota students have had this advantage since 2002 and voters there have renewed the millage
increase four times since then.



Keep teacher and staff pay competitive. With the increases in pay, teachers are staying in Manatee rather
than going to Sarasota or Pinellas counties for higher pay. Teacher vacancy rates have been significantly
reduced.



Expand career, technical, STEM and art programs. These jobs are needed in our community and help
prepare our students to become gainfully employed and responsible citizens. You can see 1-minute video
stories about these programs by going to ManateeSchools.net and clicking on “referendum.”



Support charter schools, as required by law. They get a “fair share” based on student enrollment and their
governing boards decide how to use it. For more information about the referendum, go to
manateeschools.net or forwardmanatee.com.

MATH TUTORING
6th Grade Math

Ms. Alvarez – Room 603

Tuesday at lunch 11:14 – 11:44

Mr. Molchany – Room 611
Wednesday 8:30 – 9:00

6th Grade Math

Mrs. Rooney – Room 501

6th and 7th Grade Math

Mrs. Rogers – Room 507

7th Grade Math

Thursday 8:30 – 9:00
Tuesday 8:30 – 9:00

Mr. Eusebi – Room 214
Tuesday 8:30 – 9:00

Mrs. Gee –
Honors

8th Grade Pre-Algebra

Room 207 Algebra 1 Honors and Geometry

Tuesday (Algebra) and Thursday (Geometry) 8:30 - 9:00

Mrs. Rubal – Room 204
Honors

Algebra 1 Honors and Geometry

Tuesday (Geometry) and Thursday (Algebra) 8:30 - 9:00
***You need a pass from your teacher to enter the school for
tutoring***
**Please note – days/times are subject to change –check with your teacher to ensure
availability**
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Nolan Future Business Leaders of America’s
(FBLA)
Nolan’s Future Business Leaders of America are off to a great start, holding
our first meeting in September, with record attendance. The meeting began
with a kickoff to Butter Braids, a delicious fundraiser, which have students
vying for a prize of Amazon gift cards and pie’ing a teacher (teacher
approved).
We have many community service events scheduled, including Keep
Manatee Beautiful at Coquina Beach, scheduled for October 17th. We will
also kick off our Mitten project in October, collecting gifts for Manatee
County school children who need a little help for the holiday season.
Chapter officers will be traveling to Orlando in November to take part in the
FBLA National Leadership Conference, where they will have an
opportunity to meet chapter members from around the country and take part
in leadership workshops held by national officers.
The Colt store is up and running and FBLA members are learning how to
run a small business, receive a salary (Colt Cash) for their work and provide
Nolan students the necessary supplies they need for a successful day of
learning.
Lastly, students have begun to pick out their competitive events for the
district competition. Many new events have been added this year, to include
critical thinking in current events, exploring business issues, marketing mix
and career research, to name a few!

HOSA and Pre-Medical News
HOSA and the Pre-Medical Program will be selling Right
Response First Aid Kits from October 11 - October 29 for
travel, t-shirts, lanyards, field trips, and classroom supplies.
Currently, we have 38 competitors and 44 members for HOSA
and have once again, earned the Guardian status from Florida
HOSA. The millage funds have provided the Pre-Medical and
HOSA students with the Anatomage table, a full-size
mannequin to practice first aid skills, classroom textbooks and
workbooks for each student, 2 digital microscopes and several
other new anatomy models utilized in our program. HOSA will
also celebrate HOSA Week, November 8-12 with our annual
Penny Wars to support the national HOSA service project, Be
The Match, a marrow donor program. More information may
be found at their site: https://bethematch.org/ Please support
our Pre-Medical and HOSA programs!
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Do You Like Cookies and More?
Please help support our Otis Spunkmeyer fundraiser.
Students were provided a packet on Monday. If you haven’t seen the packet it could be in your child’s backpack.
The fundraiser runs from October 1st to October 15th. There are many things to order and many incentives for the students. Please
see your child’s packet for information.

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Mary Cardarelle-Hermans at
Nolan Middle School. 941-751-8200 x 2073

A Big Thank You to Our Business Sponsors!

A Big Thank You to Our Business Sponsors!

14465 State Road 70 E.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-758-6868
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Important Dates Mark Your Calendar
October 7th (Thursday)

End of First Quarter

October 8th (Friday)

Record Day (No School for Students)

November 11th (Thursday)

Veteran’s Day (No School)

November 22nd-26th

Thanksgiving BREAK (No School)

December 13th-21st

MS/HS Exams (tentative)

December 21st

End of 2nd quarter and End of 1st semester

December 22nd-January 3rd

Winter Break

January 4th (Tuesday)

Record Day (No School for Students)

January 5th (Wednesday)

District Inservice (No School for Students)

January 6th (Thursday)

Students Return

January 17th (Monday)

ML King Birthday (No School)

Check out our website for upcoming dates and information regarding any date changes.

https://www.manateeschools.net/nolan

Home of the Colts

We’re on the web at
https://
www.manateeschools.net/
nolan

R. Dan Nolan Middle School
6615 Greenbrook Blvd.
Bradenton, FL 34202
Phone: (941) 751-8200
Fax: (941)751-8210

