Stewart Elementary School SAC Meeting Notes
November 14, 2023

Welcome
Present Members:  Joseph Hoagland, Megan Haney, Tiffany Sanson, Courtney Schneider, John Buhler, Jessica Chavez, Barbara Andruzzi, David Samler

Testing Dates PM2

Progress Monitoring 2 testing is upcoming.  

Mr. Hougland to Provide Dates

· December 11-15 ?
· January 16-19 – Kinder – STAR Early Literacy, Gr. 1-2 STAR Reading, Gr. 3-5 FAST Reading

Cafeteria / Media Center Projects

The cafeteria is undergoing media upgrades.  To date they have removed the old hot state lighting, high end projector and big screens (two 75” screens like the classrooms).  Addition work to be completed include adding LED track lighting, taking out the large old speakers that didn’t work, adding speakers in the cafeteria ceiling and added required electrical.  The control system in the Audio-Visual room is being taken out and simplified.  In addition, the speakers outside at the car rider line are being replaced.

The Media Center has been in line for upgrades for several years.  We are one of the last elementary schools in the district to be upgraded.  It will undergo a complete renovation.  Architects will be coming out to assess and give options.  There will be a large emphasis on technology including two more panels (85” and 75”).  Construction will occur over summer break 2024 with new furniture likely to be delivered during fall semester.

Additional upgrades provided this year include new hover cams for all classrooms.  These are cameras that allow teachers to project to the big screens / Prometheans in the classroom.  They replace older classroom technology like projectors.  These were 100% paid for from banner sales.

Code of Conduct – Technology Policy

Copies of the school district technology were handed out.  The policy is effective at all elementary, middle, and high schools in the district.  Key points include:

· Electronic devices are to be kept off and out of sight on school grounds unless an administrator or designee gives permission to use the device.  Teachers may also allow you to utilize personal electronic devices for the completion of specific assignments.  Absent such permission, teachers or other school staff may confiscate your electronic device per FS 1006.07.
· If this rule is violated, an administrator may ask you to surrender the device and will hold it until you or your parent comes to retrieve it.  
· Refusal to surrender the device will be considered defiance.
· A student may not electronically record any SDMC employee or facility without written or explicit permission.  This does not apply to school-sanctioned events or activities.  
· Students may not post to the internet recordings of fighting, acts of bullying, assault or battery, whether staged or real – regardless of time or location.

The district has measures in place to block certain content.  Some websites like YouTube are accessible but typically aren’t utilized by teachers due to commercial content.  Students can still access ‘off task” items such as music.

Safety / Scenario Drills

The next round of safety drills will focus on what to do when students are outside at PE, on the playground, etc.  The last round will focus on the most inconvenient location for teachers and students (example: an area of the building where they don’t frequent).  

The new district Superintendent has stated security is a top priority.  The deputy that attends and participates in our drills has stated that our school is ahead of other schools in readiness.

Of note, during simulations, all office employees have been trained and led the response – monitoring security camera footage and directing Officer G.  This cross training is important in the event that Mr. Hougland or other administrators are not physically in the office.  

Arrival / Dismissal Issues

There are growing issues regarding safety during school arrival and dismissal.  The number of people has grown dramatically in the past few years.  Issues include:

· Arguments amongst parents
· People not abiding by safety practices – using the sidewalk, crossing randomly throughout the parking lot.
· Disrespect of neighbors’ property
· Bringing non-ADA service dogs on property – including aggressive dogs.
· Safety concerns regarding larges groups congregating. (50+ parents, 10-12 younger children, 50+ children being picked up, 25+ second/third child being picked up).  
· Lack of parental supervision of students and younger children.
· Unsafe speed of drivers

A video was shown of a car hitting another car in the parking lot.  The offending driver nearly missed a young student exiting their vehicle.  

These incidents are becoming more common and causing serious safety and liability concerns.  In the event something happens on school grounds it is opening parents, administration, the schools, and the district to lawsuits.  

Discussion took place regarding these concerns and incidents.  Meeting participants brainstormed solutions and reviewed district and state policies regarding car lanes, bus lanes, county ordinances, etc.

Effective August 2024, parents will no longer be allowed to congregate (park and walk).  Students must be designated as a car rider, biker, or walker.  

Draft School Calendars

Handouts were provided with the two draft calendars that have been proposed for the 2024-2025 school year.  The small difference between the two is a day difference for the return to school after winter break and the end of the school year.  The calendars are currently posted on the district website.  The district will finalize the calendar in December.

Future Meeting Dates
March 19 – 5pm
May 14 – 5pm

Other Matters
(None)
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