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• Florida Department of Education Home Page 
 

• Certificate Additions 
   

• Certification specific questions contact the Certification Department at (941) 708-8770 
ext.41162 or certification@manateeschools.net . 
 

• College coursework specific questions contact Dr. Melinda Lundy at: (941) 708-8770 
ext.41248 or lundym@manateeschools.net . 
 

• Professional Learning or Literacy Solutions coursework questions: Brigid Davidson at (941) 
751-6550 ext. 43329 or davidsonb@manateeschools.net .  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading Endorsement Resources 

mailto:davidsonb@manateeschools.net
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/additions/adding-an-endorsement.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/additions/adding-an-endorsement.stml
mailto:certification@manateeschools.net
mailto:lundym@manateeschools.net
mailto:davidsonb@manateeschools.net
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  Reading-Endorsement Requirement Information for Teachers 
 

Requirement Reading Endorsement Requirement 
 

College Coursework 
Or 

Professional 
Development 

Four Pathways 
• Fifteen (15) semester hours in college reading coursework or 

combination of college credit and district professional development 
credit. 

• Completion of an approved district add-on reading endorsement 
program. 

• Completion of an approved certificate program. 
•A passing score on the Reading Certification Exam. (Note: this pathway is only 
available until 6/30/24) 
(See Reading Endorsement Requirement Explanation document for more 
details) 
 

 
Who 

All teachers providing tier 3 interventions must have the reading endorsement 
or certification. All teachers teaching at Summer Reading Camps must have the 
reading endorsement or certification.  
 
Tier 3 reading interventions are determined and assigned by the school MTSS 
team for students needing intensive Reading instruction. These students are 
coded and identified in FOCUS on the master schedule.  
 

 
Timeline 

DOE Order No. 2020-EO-07 V. Intensive Reading Interventions: To ensure that 
student s is provided intensive reading interventions when there are limited 
opportunities to complete reading certifications and endorsements, sections 
1008.25(7}(b) 3., 1011.62(9)C)5., and 1011.62(9}(d)l ., Florida Statutes, and 
Rule 6A-6.6053(9}(c)5., Florida Administrative Code, are suspended to allow 
teachers who are not fully certified or endorsed in reading to provide intensive 
reading interventions out-of-field until June 30, 2021. *Original Statute 
1008.25(7){b)3 

 
Courses Available 

 
Literacy Solutions Endorsement Pathway 
All five competency classes must be completed. 
 
Competency 1 MyPGS #12682: Foundation of Reading Instruction, K-12. 
Competency 2 MyPGS #10019: Research-Based Literacy Strategy for All 
Content Areas, K-12. 
Competency 3 MyPGS #10020: Foundations of reading Assessment for 
Teachers and Principals, Grade K-12.  
Competency 4 MyPGS #10021: Differentiating Instruction and Assessment, 
Grades K-12.  
Competency 5 MyPGS #10023: Demonstration of Accomplished Practices: 
Reading Practicum, Grades K-12. 
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Reading Endorsement Requirement Explanation 
 
Statute and Rule Language 
 
6A-6.053 K-12 Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan.  
(1)(c) All intensive reading interventions must be delivered by a teacher who is certified or 

endorsed in reading. 
 

• Charter schools must utilize their proportionate share of the research-based reading 
allocation in accordance with Sections 1002.33(7)(a)2. a., and 1008.25(3)(a), F.S. All intensive 
reading interventions specified by the charter must be delivered by a teacher who is 
certified or endorsed in reading. 

1011.62(9) Florida Statute- requires that beginning with the 2020-2021 school year, intensive reading 
interventions must be delivered by a teacher who is certified or endorsed in reading.  Thus, only the teacher 
who is delivering the intensive reading interventions will need to be certified or endorsed in reading.  
  

• requires the Florida Department of Education (DOE), as part of its review of certain 
certification and endorsement requirements, to consider awarding a reading endorsement to 
teachers who are certified by an internationally recognized reading intervention organization 
or who completed a program accredited by the organization; and 

 
• requires school districts to provide teachers access to training for a reading endorsement 
consistent with the DOE’s review of endorsement requirements. 
 

Rule 6A4.0292 Specialization for the Reading Endorsement 
Rule 6A-4.0291 Specialization Requirements for Certification in Reading (Grades K-12)-Academic Class. 
Rule 6A-4.0163, Florida Administrative Code Amendment 
  
Pathways 
 
There are four pathways to get the reading endorsement:  

● Fifteen (15) semester hours in reading coursework based upon scientifically based 
reading research with a focus on both the prevention and remediation of reading 
difficulties from an approved college or university program.  Rule 6A-4.292 

● Certification in reading from an accredited institution.  Rule 6A-4.292  
● Completion of an approved district add-on reading endorsement program.  
● Completion of an approved certificate from a program offered by an internationally 

recognized organization known for establishing standards for evidence-based interventions 
for struggling readers.  Rule 6A-4.292   

● A passing score on the Reading Certification Exam Rule 6A-4.0021 (Note: This pathway is only 
available until 6/30/24 Rule 6A-4.0163)   

○ The exam must be no older than ten (10) years from the application date.  
The exam is not valid if used for issuance of an expired Professional Certificate. 

 
 
  

 

 
 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.053
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.053
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/certificate-subjects/administrative-rules/6a-4-0292.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/certificate-subjects/administrative-rules/6a-4-0291.stml
https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/View_notice.asp?id=26127840
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.0292
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.0292
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.0292
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.0021
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-4.0163
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Reading Endorsement Pathways 

a 

TO DETERMINE NEEDED COURSEWORK, SEE TRANSCRIPT REVIEW (PAGE 8) 
Provider Coursework Hours To 

Complete 
Features Cost 

Literacy 
Solutions 

Competency 1 MyPGS #12682: 
Foundation of Reading Instruction, K-12. 
Competency 2 MyPGS #10019: Research-
Based Literacy Strategy for All Content 
Areas, K-12. 
Competency 3 MyPGS #10020: 
Foundations of reading Assessment for 
Teachers and Principals, Grade K-12. 
Competency 4 MyPGS #10021: 
Differentiating Instruction and 
Assessment, Grades K-12. 
Competency 5 MyPGS #10023: 
Demonstration of Accomplished Practices: 
Reading Practicum, Grades K-12. 

All competency 
classes hosted 
by Literacy 
Solutions in this 
category are 60 
hours.  You will 
need to sign up 
for the classes 
on both MyPGS 
and Literacy 
Solutions. 

-Self-paced
-Online Modules
-Ongoing in MyPGS
-Study guides are integrated 
with coursework
-Comps. are taken 
individually based on need.

Free 

UF Literacy 
Matrix 

Competency 1: Foundations of Reading 

Competency 2: Instructional Practices 

Competency 3: Assessment of Reading 

Competency 4: Intervention 

Competency 5: Demonstration of 
Accomplishment 

Click here to register. 

All competency 
classes hosted 
by UF Literacy 
Matrix are 60 
hours 

-Application required
-Online Modules
-Study Guides are integrated 
with coursework.
-Comps. are taken 
individually based on need.

Free 

FLDRS 
Competency 4 
(See MyPGS homepage for PDA course and 
Registration information) 

60 Hours 
-Instructor led
-Advance Registration 
required
-Face to Face Sessions

Free 

FTCE 
Reading K-
12 Exam 
with 
Learning 
Liaisons 
Bootcamp 

Focused on Tested Competencies 
Approx. 100 multiple choice questions. 
A scaled score of 200 is passing 

Exam Time: 2.5 
Hours 

The Bootcamp features: 
-Video Course
-Instructor Support
-Practice Exam with item
rationale for each question.

Exam: $150 
Bootcamp: 
(Yearly access) 
$150 
(Monthly 
access) $50 

FTCE 
Reading K-
12 Exam 

Note, this pathway will only be available 
until 6/30/2024. After that, Educators will 
only be able to receive their reading 
endorsement through one of the other 
listed pathways. 

Approx. 100 
multiple choice 
questions. 
A scaled score 
of 200 is passing 

Test Design and Study Guide Exam: $150 

https://manatee.truenorthlogic.com/ia/empari/attachment/file/downloadFile?fileId=65DAF171-4C9F-4AF3-8F0C-D81CD51E8BA2
https://manatee.truenorthlogic.com/ia/empari/attachment/file/downloadFile?fileId=65DAF171-4C9F-4AF3-8F0C-D81CD51E8BA2
https://manateecountyschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/davidsonb_manateeschools_net/EddxZkQituBAv8KJWn0fSFIBScnYirVoJ7sCLkwGbMT7UQ?e=cd1rFm
https://manateecountyschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/davidsonb_manateeschools_net/EddxZkQituBAv8KJWn0fSFIBScnYirVoJ7sCLkwGbMT7UQ?e=cd1rFm
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0476ac18af5c48eb9148191f6c01447f
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
https://thelearningliaisons.com/course/sae-reading-k-12
https://thelearningliaisons.com/course/sae-reading-k-12
https://thelearningliaisons.com/course/sae-reading-k-12
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/studyguide/TIG_035/print.asp
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Reading Endorsement Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What is the difference between Reading Endorsement and Reading Certification?  
a. An endorsement is a “rider” on top of a valid Florida teaching certificate with another subject coverage 

and denotes an expertise in an instructional level or methodology. An endorsement cannot stand alone 
on a certificate. Certification stands on its own. The criteria for both are determined by the state of 
Florida. The Reading Endorsement does not require a Subject Area Exam, whereas Reading Certification 
does. 

 
2. Does a teacher with a master’s degree in Reading need to earn the Reading Endorsement?  

a. No, a teacher does not need both. A teacher either needs to be reading endorsed or reading certified. A 
master’s degree in reading meets all the state’s requirements to teach reading. To be compliant with 
state mandates, Reading Endorsement or Reading Certification must be added to the teacher’s Florida 
teaching certificate. 

 
3. Where do I start with my Reading Endorsement questions and courses?  

a. Read the Reading Endorsement Information (this document) first.  
b. Review the Flow Chart on page 7 and determine if you need to be Reading Endorsed.  
c. To determine if any of your college/university courses will count towards your endorsement, you can 

apply to the Florida Department of Education to receive an Official Statement of Status of Eligibility. To 
apply, an application fee of $75.00 is required. 

 
4. Do I have to take the Reading Endorsement Competencies Course(s) to receive my Reading 

Endorsement?  
a. To be Reading Endorsed you must complete the necessary competencies applicable to your license 

OR you have the option to take the Reading Certification Exam. 
 

5. When will teachers be able to apply to add the Reading Endorsement with a passing score on the Reading 
K-12 subject area exam? 

a. Since the Rule 6A.-4.0292 went into effect on December 22, 2019, educators are now able to apply 
under the new rule. 

 
6. Are there any stipulations on the date of the exam to be eligible for the endorsement? Will applicants need to 

re-take the subject area exam for Reading K-12?  
a. If the exam is no older than 10 years and has not been used for issuance of an initial certificate, 

applicants can use this exam to apply to have the Reading Endorsement added to their certificate. 
 

7. Can you give me more information about the FTCE Reading Exam?  
a. A passing score on the FTCE Reading Exam will count for the Reading Endorsement.  
b. The current price for the Reading Exam is $150.  
c. The life of the Reading Exam is 10 years from the date that the exam was passed. 
d. As of 7/1/2024, taking the FTCE Reading Exam to be reading endorsed will not be accepted.  
e. Website Links:  

i. Florida Teacher Certification Exam Reading K-12  
ii. Florida Teacher Certification Exam Reading Resource Materials 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fl.nesinc.com/testPage.asp?test=035
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/prepPage.asp?test=035
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8.Will districts be able to process additions of the Reading Endorsement by individuals who pass the Reading K-12 
Exam, either on a Professional or a Temporary certificate? 

a. Yes, districts can process these additions. 
 

9. After I pass the Reading Exam or complete my endorsement courses, what are my next steps?  
(Note: The exam pathway is only available until 6/30/24)  

a. Contact the SDMC certification department to make an appointment.  Bring your paperwork (Reading 
competency certificates 1-5 from MyPGS OR FTCE Reading Exam Official Score Report) and payment to 
the appointment. They will submit your information to the state. 

 
10. Does every teacher (math, social studies, P.E., music, etc.) of a retained third grade student need to be 

certified or endorsed in reading?  
a. No. Section 1011.62(9), F.S., requires that, beginning with the 2020-2021 school year, intensive reading 

interventions must be delivered by a teacher who is certified or endorsed in reading. Thus, only the 
teacher who is delivering the intensive reading interventions will need to be certified or endorsed in 
reading.  

b. Please refer to the SDMC Reading Endorsement Flow Chart (page7). 
 
11. After I receive my Official Statement of Eligibility from the state, who can help me decipher which specific 

competencies I am required to take? 
a. Dr. Melinda Lundy, Assistant Director of Human Resources lundym@ctmanateeschools.net  

 
12. Whom do I ask if I have specific questions regarding certification, competency coursework, or determining 

whether coursework completed in college will be sufficient? 
         a. Certification questions: certification@manateeschools.net  
         b. Reading endorsement competency coursework questions: Brigid Davidson 

davidsonb@manateeschools.net  
         c. College coursework questions: Dr. Melinda Lundy lundym@manateeschools.net  
  
13. To whom are the competency certificates from Literacy Solutions emailed to be marked complete in 

MyPGS?  
a. Brigid Davidson, davidsonb@manateeschools.net 

  
14. May teachers who are not certified or endorsed in reading provide the intensive reading interventions and 

be considered “out-of-field” while working toward earning the reading endorsement? 
a. Teachers who provide Tier 3 Interventions in Reading may not be out of field and must be reading 

endorsed. Florida Statute 1011.62(9) (c)7.(d)1. 
 

15. May paraprofessionals, long-term substitutes, or volunteers provide the required intensive 
reading interventions?  

a. Florida Statute 1011.62(9) (c)7.(d)1. states the intensive reading interventions are to be 
delivered by a teacher who is certified or endorsed in reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lundym@ctmanateeschools.net
mailto:certification@manateeschools.net
mailto:davidsonb@manateeschools.net
mailto:lundym@manateeschools.net
mailto:davidsonb@manateeschools.net
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1011/Sections/1011.62.html
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School District of Manatee County Reading Endorsement Flow Chart  
 
WHO needs to be Reading Endorsed or to be Reading Certified? 
 

• Any teacher who will be providing Tier 3 interventions in Reading K-12  
• Any teacher who will be teaching reading to third grade retained students  
• Any teacher who will be teaching third grade summer reading camp (Note: Teachers must also be 

considered highly effective for third grade summer camp employment) 
 
Teacher status - Do I need to add the reading endorsement to my certificate? 
 

the SDMC Certification Department for the  processing of your application and to pay the $75 fee. 
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Transcript Review  
 
 

SDMC Certification Office does not review transcripts for the 
Reading Endorsement, the Florida Department of Education does. 
Teachers need to apply online at 
https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/login.do, submit the Addition of 
Subject to Educator Professional Certificate and pay the $75.00 fee. 
DOE will then review their transcript for Reading. 
 
 

FLDOE Online Application Directions 
 
1. Log onto https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/login.do 
 
2. Quick Start Menu Section called: Manage your License Information 
 
3. Select: Addition of Subject to Educator Professional Certificate 
 
4. Fill in the rest of the questions specifically to you and your license. 
 
5. Affiliate yourself with Manatee County Public Schools.   

SDMC cannot see our application if you do not affiliate. 
 

If you do not see a location to affiliate, it means you are already 

affiliated with a school district. You can skip this step. 
 
6. Please pay the fee online ($75.00). 
 
 
Official Statement of Status of Eligibility Notes: 
 

□ The approximate wait time to receive your FL DOE Official Statement of Status of Eligibility is 4-6 
weeks. This statement will give you what specific credits are needed for your current license to 
receiving your Reading Endorsement. 

 
□ After you receive your statement of eligibility (SOE) and need any help to decipher which 

competencies you need, please email your statement to Brigid Davidson at 
davidsonb@manateeschools.net 

 
□ You may start your competency courses prior to your statement, but you may not know exactly which 

competency you are required to take. Your specific license and courses will determine which 
competencies you will need for your endorsement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/login.do
https://flcertify.fldoe.org/datamart/login.do
mailto:davidsonb@manateeschools.net
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Literacy Solutions Course Information 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Solutions is an online platform to complete your Reading Endorsement Competency Courses. You 
can access Literacy Solution through MyPGS after you register for your courses. These are 60 hours self-
paced courses worth 60 points. These courses are free for SDMC employees. 
 
Please use your manateeschools.net email address to communicate with Literacy Solutions. It may take up 
to 24 hours to receive your initial email from Literacy Solutions to activate your account. They must verify 
that staff emails are current and active because we offer the courses for free. 
 

After you receive your Completion Certificate from Literacy Solutions for the below 
competencies, please email your certificate to Brigid Davidson, 
davidsonb@manaeteeschools.net to be marked complete in MyPGS. After you have been 
marked complete in MyPGS, please take the course survey through MyPGS.  

 
Competency 1: MyPGS #12682  
Foundations of Reading Instruction, K-12  
Literacy Solutions Course #RL-ED-130-1   
 
Competency 2: MyPGS #10019 Research-Based Literacy 
Strategy For All Content Areas, K-12 Literacy Solutions 
Course#RL-ED-123  
 
Competency 3: MyPGS #10020  
Foundations of Reading Assessment for Teachers and Principals, Grade K-12  
Literacy Solutions Course #RL-ED-221 
 
Competency 4: MyPGS #10021  
Differentiating Instruction and Assessment, Grades K-12  
Literacy Solutions Course #RL-ED-112 
 
Competency 5: MyPGS #10023  
Demonstration of Accomplished Practices: Reading Practicum, Grades K-12  
Literacy Solutions Course #RL-ED-256 

mailto:davidsonb@manaeteeschools.net

